
 
 

 
 

 

 

3.d.1.  Conference Day, September 3, 2019.  Opening Day for all staff began with a welcome 

from Board President Jim Musshafen.  In attendance at the Opening Day was also Vice President 

Shanna Fraser.  The day continued with a farewell to staff who have left the District and a 

welcome to all of our new staff members.  We then provided updates and an overview of 

ongoing work on our Plan for Growth and Improvement and our social and emotional learning 

focus.  An update was also provided on our capital project, and a video was prepared to show our 

staff before and after pictures of the transformation.  We have launched the video on the District 

website, which can be viewed by clicking on this link.  My comments focused this year on the 

many stories of our students and taking care to not focus on only one story or aspect of any 

student, aligned with our culturally responsive sustaining education focus.  The morning ended 

with recognition of the longevity of our staff as follows: 

 
30 Years 20 Years 15 Years 10 Years 

Peter VerSteeg, MS/HS 

Science Teacher 

 

Tony Mannara – 

MS/HS Math Teacher 

 

Christopher Peets – 

MS/HS Social Studies 

Teacher 

 

Marie McCarthy – Bus 

Driver, Transportation 

 

Nancy Scheerens – Bus 

Driver, Transportation 

 

Ann Bayer, TJC 

Teacher 

 

Lois Hagadorn, MS/HS 

Office Clerk  

 

Julia Mazzota, TJC 

Teacher 

 

 

Maggie Spuhler, TJC 

Teacher 

 

 

 

 

Included in your Board materials are an agenda and PowerPoint slides from the event. 

 

3.b.2.  Update on 2019-2020 Tax Rates.  At the August 26, 2019 Board meeting, I shared with 

you a summary of our tax rate calculation.  Later in that week, I shared via email that we were 

notified by Monroe County of the need to slightly amend the tax warrant to adjust for a STAR 

modification.  The update is as follows: 

 

Upon receiving a 2019-20 School Tax Bill Load document from Monroe County (which lists 

how much of our tax levy we should be collecting from each Town), our Tax Collector, Jennifer 

Adrian, noticed the amount indicated that we should be collecting from the Town of 
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Wheatland was higher than what is on our tax warrant.  This was unexpected as we submitted 

our figures to the County and they were approved as of July 29.    

 

We spoke to the County and were advised that an update occurred on August 1 after our 

submission.  As noted, the change is to the STAR exemptions.  This in no way impacts the tax 

rate.  The bills were printed correctly.  The only change made is on the warrant in the “Amount 

to be raised by Tax” for the Town of Wheatland.  The paperwork for STAR was also 

resubmitted. 

 

An updated summary of the tax rate calculations is included in your Board materials.  The 

updated tax warrant was signed by Board members and submitted to the County of Monroe. 

 

3.d.3.  Laptop Protection Plan.  A question was asked at the August 26, 2019 Board meeting 

about the revenue collected from the laptop protection plan and related expenses.  In 2018-2019, 

we had 140 laptop protection plans purchased with total revenue of $3,500.  We have requested 

actual costs for repair of computers from Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES and will share that 

information at the September 24 Board meeting.  Anecdotally, with the number of power cord 

replacements, laptop replacements, and keyboard repairs, it is anticipated that the repair expense 

is equal to or slightly greater than the $3,500 collected.   

 

3.b.4.  Upcoming Events. 

 

 Homecoming, September 20-21, 2019 

 Board of Education Visitation Day, October 16, 2019 
 


